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that the combination of foreign capital and domestic labor will secure to this 
part of the Sudan a foremost place among the producers of tropical and sub- 
tropical products. Martha Krug Genthe. 

ASIA 
The Kingdom of Afghanistan. A Historical Sketch. By G. P. Tate, 
ix and 224 pp. Maps and index. Bennett Coleman & Co., London, ign. 

Having had dull experience with this style of composition, the French critics 
have hit upon a classification, with an unwritten wealth of connotation, as 
materiaux pour servir. It contains in full measure the material upon which 
the history of Afghanistan may be written. It bears every mark of careful re- 
search, of collation of a great number of rare and almost inaccessible documents, 
of accurate presentation of both sides of moot questions. An introduction by 
Sir Mortimer Durand is indicative of the appreciation in which the author's 
diligence is regarded by that high authority; yet Sir Mortimer does not wax 
enthusiastic over the result, nor does he agree entirely upon all points. In 
manner lacking the least spark of that dash with which the Afghan tribesmen 
have made their inroads upon the history of India, the matter of this volume is 
entitled to the most serious consideration. Very little has yet been discovered 
as to the genetic source of the Afghans, probably it will be little more than a 
pamphlet in the history of inner Asia, but an inordinate amount of space is 
given to the discussion of an origin from the lost ten tribes of Israel ; even the 
missionaries have given over the attempt to write that professional mystery of 
their art into serious ethnography. But when the author arrives at the period 
of documented history he gives a concise summary of the campaigns of different 
Afghan rulers directed upon Persia on one frontier and upon India on the other, 
showing particularly the result this activity had upon the consolidation of an 
Afghan state. In the most modern period he is obscure, probably of political 
design, upon the status of Afghanistan as the buffer between Russia and England 
at the scientific frontier. William Churchill. 

Afghanistan : The Buffer State. Great Britain and Russia in Central Asia. A 

Comprehensive Treatise on the Entire Central Asian Question. By Capt. 

Gervais Lyons. With an Introductory Note by Sir Reginald C. Hart, vii and 

232 pp. Maps* and index. Luzac & Co., London, 1910. 7s 6d. 8j^ x 5^. 

From the time when Semiramis, Queen of Assyria, invaded India, there has 

been a Central Asian question, and during most of these years it has been a 

very complex one. A book, then, which attempts to explain the various stages 

and results of past invasions and the present diplomatic intrigue is valuable, 

and, in view of the recent disputes in Persia, enlightening; yet inasmuch as it 

is written by an Englishman, a representative of one of the countries in this 

border-land strife, one must expect to find the trend of the book favorable to the 

English occupancy of the Iranian plateau. The book opens with a statement 

of the English point of view, to wit, that Persia, Afghanistan and Western 

China remain independent and favorable to the British, that the Bosphorus be 

closed to Russia and that Russia be prohibited a port on the Persian Gulf. The 

value of India to the British government is given in detail, and the means of 

protection along the frontier of that country and the distribution and occupation 

* Listed under "Asia" and "The Nearer East" in Bull., Vol. 44, No. 2, Feb., 1912, pp. 157 and 
158, respectively. 



